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Open Photography Competition
Didsbury Arts Festival will take place on Saturday, 24th September until Saturday 1st October 2011.  Local artists, organisations and people all over Didsbury are invited to support this exciting community event, the aim of which is to celebrate the wealth of talent, diversity and vibrant community that make Didsbury so special.  A varied and stimulating festival programme is planned to represent a huge range of arts from music, theatre and comedy to visual arts, crafts and writing. 

Competition theme - ‘Stories’ 

Photographers (amateur or professional) are invited to enter the festival photography competition. They say a picture paints a thousand words, so tell us a story with your picture! Your final piece might include more than one image.
The Rules

1. Only one entry per person.

2. Send competition entries in digital form to Richard Strittmatter at Richards@urbaninspiration.co.uk  Image files should be 72dpi jpg no larger than 1400 x 1050 pixels.  If you wish to provide a title or words to go with your image these should be clearly identified in the body of the email.

3. Please provide your name, age, address, email contact and daytime telephone number when submitting the image and state ‘DAF Photo Competition’ in the subject field of the email.

4. Entries should be received by Richard no later than 31st August 2011.

The Judging

The judging will be undertaken in August by Len Grant, Penny Skerrett and Alan Towse.
Len Grant is a photographer and writer best known for documenting Manchester and Salford’s urban regeneration from iconic building projects to neighborhood renewal. Through words and pictures his exhibitions and books sensitively portray the lives of those affected by change.

Penny Skerrett is a freelance artist and curator. She formerly worked at the National Media Museum to curate large-scale and critically-acclaimed photographic exhibitions. She has worked with many internationally renowned photographers.

Alan Towse is a freelance photographer who works for newspapers and magazines.  He lectured in photography for 10 years and judges photographic competitions on a national basis.
The 10 shortlisted photographers will be contacted by 1st September and asked to submit a print of their image, which will be displayed for the duration of the festival as part of the Didsbury Arts Festival Exhibition in Emmanuel Church.

The judges will provide feedback on the shortlisted images and award first, second and third prizes at the exhibition preview night on Friday 23rd September. 

The Prizes
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	First prize – An advice/portfolio session with Redeye . This is a great opportunity to meet with the Redeye team, who run regular critique and advice sessions for photographers and photographic artists. www.redeye.org.uk 
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	Second Prize a free 12 x 8 canvas from DS Colour Labs Ltd.

	
	Third prize – a £25 book token donated by the South Manchester Camera Club


