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DAF Open Poetry Competition 2011

Theme ‘ MAPS’

Didsbury Arts Festival will take place Saturday, 24 September to Saturday, 1 October, 2011.  Local artists, organisations and people all over Didsbury are invited to support this exciting community event the aim of which is to celebrate the wealth of talent, diversity and vibrant community that make Didsbury so special.   

DAF Open Poetry Competition 

· The competition will be judged in three age categories, under 12yrs, under 18yrs and over 18yrs. 

· There will be a winner and two runners up in each age category.

· The set theme for the competition is ‘MAPS’ 
· Poems should be a maximum of 40 lines.

· Poems submitted should not have been published before.

· Each entrant may submit 1 poem.

· The closing date is Friday 25 August, 2010.

Judging & Winners Awards Ceremony

The poems will go through a judging process over the summer. Details of the winners will be announced at the start of the festival week and posted on the festival web site.  

There will also be an awards ceremony on the closing Saturday of the festival week with book tokens given as prizes (1st prize £50 (under 12’s £25); 2nd prize £30 (£15); 3rd prize £15 (£10)).  

Further details of the announcement and awards ceremony will be posted on the festival web site in early September and notified to the winners and runners up. 

The Poetry Judges

The final judging will be carried out by two Poets:  

Rachel Mann grew up in Worcestershire before fleeing north to study philosophy at Lancaster University. Following a period working in Jamaica, she returned to the UK in order to undertake further study in the philosophy of mind and language. In the mid-nineties she worked as Teaching Fellow in the Philosophy Department at Lancaster before a sense of vocation led to a move to Inner-city Manchester in church-related community work. She’s been based in and around Manchester pretty much ever since.  She began writing poetry, liturgy and short stories in the late nineties as a result of major ill-health. Ordained into the Church of England in 2005, Rachel is priest-in-charge of St Nicholas Burnage. In October 2009 she was appointed Poet-in-Residence at Manchester Cathedral for a period of three years. She acts as lead person for the Cathedral’s International Religious Poetry Competition and also helped establish the annual ‘Manchester Sermon’, a collaboration between Manchester Literature Festival and the Cathedral.   www.rachelmann.co.uk
Jeffrey Wainwright’s poetry is published by Carcanet Press, most recently   Clarity or Death! (2008).  His critical work includes a book on the poetry of Geoffrey Hill, Acceptable Words (Manchester University Press 2006) and Poetry the Basics (Routledge second edition 2011).   A new book of poems, The Reasoner, is to be published by Carcanet in October 2012.  For many years he taught at Manchester Metropolitan University and lives in Didsbury.  www.jeffreywainwright.co.uk

Submitting Entries

All enquiries and all entries for the competition should be submitted by Friday 26 August electronically (by email) to:   storypoetrycomp@didsburyartsfestival.org

Please put the following in the Email Subject Header 

‘Poetry and Short Story Competitions’

Please send the poem as an attachment separate to the body of the email.   

In the body of the email, please also include the following details with your entry.

1. Name (Note that the name of the poet should not appear anywhere on the poem attachment itself.)

2. Address

3. Telephone Contact

4. Mobile Contact

5. Email address

6. Age (if under 18yrs)

7. Title of Poem 

Please note:

· The closing date for entries is 26 August 2011

· By entering the competition, poets agree to the poem being published on the DAF web site.

Visit the web site at www.didsburyartsfestival.com.  

